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Prerequisites and special admittance requirements
For access to the course, students must be accepted to the Master of Laws (LL.M.) in European Intellectual
Property Law (60 ECTS).

Course structure
Examination code Name Higher Education Credits

0100 Technology, Design and Brands 15.0

Course content
The course is the first course of the Master's Programme in European Intellectual Property Law.

The course covers European patent law and European trade mark law, as well as design law and
geographical indications of origin. In patent law, the focus is on key and specific aspects of

patenting pharmaceutical and biotechnological inventions based on the guidelines drawn up in Europe
by the European Patent Office's Boards of Appeal. Training is given in solving complex patent law
problems such as claim drafting, licensing of pharmaceutical and biotech patents and infringement
assessment. The unitary patent system negotiated at EU level, which entered into force in June 2023, is
also covered.

In trade mark law, the focus is on the registration of and conflict resolution between trade marks. The
conditions for the protection and scope of protection of a trade mark are studied through the
registration decisions and interpretative opinions of the Court of Justice of the European Union

and also, to some extent, through the handling of oppositions in the European Office for Harmonisation
in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) Boards of Appeal. Design right registration and
infringement assessment are also covered by the course. Geographical indications of origin, the
different forms of protection and differences between different jurisdictions are also central to the
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course.

The student will gain an increased awareness of the economic, cultural and political aspects of the above
intellectual property rights in interaction, and be encouraged to take a nuanced and critical view of
existing rules and solutions. The relationship between patent law, trade mark law, design law and
geographical indications of origin, as well as other societal values and interests such as freedom of
competition and freedom of information, will thus be a particular focus of the course. Within the
framework of the course, the importance and need for supranational solutions - for example, the
creation of new regional or international forums and regulations - as well as alternative mechanisms for
dispute resolution in the field are actualized.

Supported by teaching and group exercises, in-depth scientific studies of selected problems are conducted

in the form of legal investigations, arguments for and against different solutions and expert summaries
supported by current research and case law.

Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- demonstrate in-depth knowledge and understanding of the overall principles and governance mechanisms
of industrial property, in particular patents and trade marks; and

- demonstrate in-depth knowledge of intellectual property law methodology and other legal or social
science methods that may be appropriate for an in-depth analysis and treatment of intellectual

property issues.

Skills and abilities

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- demonstrate an in-depth ability to integrate knowledge and to critically and independently analyse, assess
and deal with complex patent and trademark law phenomena and issues, also taking into account

economic, political or other societal aspects, and

- demonstrate the ability to clearly explain and discuss, orally and in writing, their conclusions and the
knowledge and arguments on which they are based.

Values and attitudes
Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- demonstrate the skills required to participate in research and development work with a particular focus on
patent or trade mark law issues, or to work in other qualified industrial property activities.
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Education
Teaching consists of lectures, seminars, group teaching and negotiation exercises.

The student is given specific training in presenting, discussing and solving problems in a negotiation-like
setting in the field of industrial property, in particular patents, trade marks, design rights or geographical
indications of origin, using the methodology of legal science. In this context, research in this field is
important, with its impact on the interpretation of the European acquis. As industrial property has
traditionally played a major role in the development of society, especially in Western economies,
students will also be trained to critically analyse and discuss the outcomes of current legislation and
ongoing negotiations relevant to the theme of the course.

Active attendance is required at all seminars. Active attendance means that the student must have prepared
the assignments and be prepared to participate in the discussions of these. However, the course director
may grant a general exemption from the attendance requirement in accordance with the The Department
of Law decided the regulations for examination. The scope of the attendance requirement is stated in the
course description. In addition to this, an exemption can be granted in the event of legal absence. The
student must then fulfil a pedagogically equivalent task as compensation for the absence.

Teaching is provided in English.

Forms of examination

Examination takes place through the writing of memoranda, oral argumentation and active participation in
seminars and negotiation exercises. When the student has completed elements in groups, the individual
student's goal fulfilment is ensured by identifying the respective student's contribution in memoranda

and through questions in seminars. The course is finally examined through a final exam.

Assessment criteria for written assignments:

- Factual knowledge and insight into the subject, as well as the ability to identify and analyse an intellectual
property problem (in the areas of intellectual property law covered by the course).

- The ability to analyse an intellectual property problem in its social context and to highlight possible
conflicts with other areas of law or other social interests.

- Awareness of the methodology for conducting a forensic and legal investigation.

- Independence, systematic and critical analysis, and the ability to make legal arguments.
- the ability to structure and systematise the text, as well as good language management
- Source management and good management of other formalities.

Assessment criteria for oral presentation:

- Present and argue a specific issue in a structured and clear way within the allotted time.
- Be able to give an oral account of the methods and sources used.

The examination is conducted in English.
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In order to pass the course, all learning outcomes for the course must be met. The grade for the course is
determined by weighing up the individual performances in the various examination components.

Students who fail a regular examination are given the opportunity to take a new examination. Students who
have failed twice by the same examiner have the right to demand a different examiner on further attempts.
However, this does not apply if there are special reasons why another examiner should not be appointed.
Students who have received a passing grade are not entitled to take a new examination for a higher grade.

The grades used are on a seven-point scale related to the objectives, with pass grades of A (Excellent), B
(Very good), C (Good), D (Satisfactory) or E (Adequate). Failed grades are Fx (Insufficient) or F
(Totally insufficient).

Grading criteria are specified in the course description and must be available by the start of the course.
Completion of the grade Fx is done through a written assignment decided by the examiner.

A student with a certificate of special educational support issued by Stockholm University, has the

opportunity to get adapted examination.

Misc

Completed compulsory courses are valid for two years. This also applies in the case of a student who
withdraws from the course by early cancellation.

The compulsory requirement in force at the time of the first enrolment shall be completed by the student
over a period of two years. After two years, the compulsory requirement according to the last revised
syllabus shall apply.

Entry into force

These provisions will enter into force on 20 January 2025.

Course literature

Course literature is determined by the head of department. For information on course literature, please refer

to the course website and the course description. An up-to-date literature list must be available no later than
two months before the start of the course.
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