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Prerequisites and special admittance requirements
For access to the course, students must have received a passing grade in the first two courses of the
programme – Technology, Design and Brands (15 ECTS) and Copyright and Transborder
Litigation (15 ECTS) – and have fulfilled the mandatory elements in the third course of the
programme, Intellectual Property Law: Methodological Perspectives and Legal Sources (15 ECTS).

Course structure
Examination code Name Higher Education Credits
0100 Master Thesis in European Intellectual Property Law 15.0

Course content
The course is the final course of the Master's Programme in European Intellectual Property Law. It aims to
enable students to make use of their previously acquired knowledge in the programme and to carry out an
independent, qualified research project. This means that the student will plan and write a thesis on an
appropriately delimited topic in European intellectual property law. The topic of the thesis can be
interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary. The subject orientation, focus and supervisor are determined
during the previous elective specialisation course.

The degree project consists of a coherent thesis. On the way to the final thesis, the student writes
preparatory memoranda regarding method, research questions and subject delimitations, which
are presented and discussed in groups at seminars and individually with each student who also receives
written feedback.

The thesis should be done individually.
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The course constitutes a thematic and methodological development, deepening and specialisation of the
first semester courses of the Master's Programme in European Intellectual Property Law.

Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- demonstrate significantly deeper knowledge and understanding of the subject of European economic law
addressed in the thesis, and

- demonstrate in-depth knowledge of and ability to apply and integrate relevant scientific methods and
knowledge, and to make judgements in the subject area taking into account relevant scientific,
societal and ethical aspects.

Skills and abilities

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- plan, carry out and present a qualified study within a given timeframe,

- systematically, critically and independently identify, formulate and analyse issues in connection with the
thesis work, and

- demonstrate the ability to clearly explain and discuss, orally and in writing, their conclusions and the
knowledge and arguments on which they are based.

Values and attitudes

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

- demonstrate the ability to make independent and critical judgements taking into account relevant
scientific, societal and ethical aspects, and demonstrate awareness of ethical aspects of research
and development work,

- demonstrate an understanding of the possibilities and limitations of science, its role in society and people's
responsibility for how it is used; and

- identify their need for further knowledge with responsibility for their knowledge development.

Education
Teaching is provided in the form of group supervision seminars and individual supervision. Supervision
must take place on at least three occasions.

The group supervision includes feedback on the student's draft on two scheduled occasions. During group
supervision, students are expected to provide feedback on each other's work. Students have access to one
session of individual supervision.
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In addition to presenting one's own work in an appropriate format as an author, the degree project also
includes critically reviewing and evaluating another student's degree project as an opponent.

Active attendance is required at all seminars. Active attendance means that the student must have prepared
the assignments and be prepared to participate in the discussions of these. However, the course director
may grant a general exemption from the attendance requirement in accordance with the regulations for
examination decided by the Department of Law. The scope of the attendance requirement is stated in the
course description. In addition to this, an exemption can be granted in the event of legal cancellation. The
student must then fulfil a pedagogically equivalent task as compensation for the absence.

All teaching is in English and the thesis must be written in English.

Forms of examination
Examination is carried out in connection with the student presenting and defending their thesis at a thesis
seminar. To pass the course, all learning outcomes for the course must be met.

Grades for the course are determined by weighing up the individual performance in the various
examinations: essay 80 per cent, oral presentation 10 per cent and opposition 10 per cent.

A Master's thesis submitted late can be given a maximum grade of E (Sufficient), unless the course director
has granted an extension of the deadline in advance due to legal reasons.

The examiner is appointed by the head of department. The examiner is a teacher other than the supervisor.
The examiner chairs the thesis seminar.

To pass the course, all learning outcomes for the course must be met. Students who fail the regular
examination are given the opportunity to take a new examination. Students who have failed twice
by the same examiner have the right to demand another examiner on further attempts. However, this does
not apply if there are special reasons why another examiner should not be appointed. Students who have
received a passing grade are not entitled to take a new examination for a higher grade.

The grades used are on a seven-point scale related to the objectives, with pass grades of A (Excellent), B
(Very good), C (Good), D (Satisfactory) or E (Adequate). Failed grades are Fx (Insufficient) or F
(Completely insufficient).

Grading criteria are specified separately and should be available at the latest at the start of the course.

Assessment criteria for the thesis:

- Ability to identify, formulate and critically analyse issues.

- Factual knowledge and insight into the subject.

- Presentation - systematic, clear and logical organisation, focus on key issues.

- Familiarity with relevant material, ability to use relevant material.

- description of the method or methods chosen relevance of the method or methods Consistent use of the
method or methods.
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•  Autonomy.

•  Consideration of societal, scientific and ethical aspects of the chosen research question.

•  Substantiated conclusions with in-depth discussion of the topic.

•  mastery of scientific acrimony, i.e. accuracy and precision in the presentation of references and sources

•  Clear, correct and concise language, recognised terminology.

•  Ability to respond to relevant criticism.

•  Ability to keep to the established work schedule.

Assessment criteria for oral presentation:

- Within the allotted time, explain the content and results of the paper in a structured and clear manner.

- Independently defend the content of the thesis and the chosen method, as well as conducting a factual and
objective opposition to another person's thesis based on the above criteria for the assessment of theses.

A student with a certificate of special educational support issued by Stockholm University, has the
opportunity to get adapted examination.

Misc
Completed compulsory courses are valid for two years. This also applies in the case of a student who
withdraws from the course by early cancellation.

The compulsory requirement in force at the time of the first enrolment shall be completed by the student
over a period of two years. After two years, the compulsory requirement according to the last revised
syllabus shall apply.

Entry into force

These provisions will enter into force on 20 January 2025.

Course literature

Course literature is determined by the head of department. For information on course literature, please refer
to the course website and the course description. The current literature list must be available no later than
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two months before the start of the course.
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